
 

 

How were Jews discriminated against in Nazi Germany between 
1933 and 1939? 

 
 
Source A 
 
Nazi storm troopers block the entrance to a Jewish-owned store after 
Hitler announced that he wanted German citizens to boycott German 
shops, 1st April 1933. Their signs read: "Germans, defend yourselves 
against the Jewish atrocity propaganda, buy only at German shops!" 
and "Germans, defend yourselves, buy only at German shops!" 
 

 
 
Source B 
 
An excerpt from a Nazi schoolbook, written in 1934 
 
Inge sits in the doctor’s waiting room…Again and again her mind 
dwells on the warning given to her by her youth group leader: ‘A 
German must not consult a Jew doctor! And particularly not a German 
girl! Many a girl who has gone to a Jew doctor to be cured has instead 
found disease and disgrace.’ 
 
The door to the surgery room opens. Inge looks in. There stands the 
Jew. She screams, she jumps in terror. Her eyes stare into the Jewish 
doctor’s face. His face is the face of the devil. In the middle of the 
devil’s face is a huge crooked nose. Behind the spectacles are two 
criminal eyes and thick lips that are grinning. A grin that says “Now 
I’ve got you at last, little German girl.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Source C  
 
The two Nuremburg Laws announced by Hitler in 1935 
 
The first law, The Law for the Protection of German Blood and 
German Honour banned marriages and sexual intercourse between 
“Jews” (the name was now officially used in place of “non-Aryans”) 
and “Germans”. The second law, The Reich Citizenship Law, removed 
German citizenship from Jews. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source D 
 
A photograph of the opening ceremony of the 1936 Summer Olympic 
Games, which were staged in an even more controversial place than 
Beijing 2008, Berlin! Hitler ordered that all anti-Semitic acts were 
put on hold whilst the eyes of the world watched the Olympics and all 
anti-Semitic propaganda was removed from the streets. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Source E 
An article from ‘The Daily Telegraph’ British newspaper, from 
November 1938; it provides an eyewitness account of Kristallnacht 
(‘The Night of Broken Glass’, 8th/9th November 1938). 
Mob law ruled in Berlin throughout this afternoon and evening, and 
hordes of hooligans indulged (took part in) an orgy of destruction. I 
have seen several anti-Jewish outbreaks during the last five years, but 
never anything as sickening as this. Racial hatred and hysteria seemed 
to have taken complete hold of otherwise decent people. I saw 
fashionably dressed women clapping their hands and screaming with 
glee, while respectable mothers held their babies to see the ‘fun’. 
The fashionable shopping centre of the capital has been reduced to a 
shambles, with the streets littered with the wreckage of sacked 
Jewish shops and offices. No attempt was made by the police to stop 
the rioters. The attacks on Jews and their property started all over 
Germany, as if by signal, soon after midnight, when the beer halls 
closed. 
 
 
 
Source F 
Martha Dodd, My Years in Germany (1939).  Written by a British 
woman who visited Germany in the 1930s. 
There was a street-car in the centre of the road from which a young 
girl was being brutally pushed and shoved. We moved closer and saw 
the tragic and tortured face. She looked ghastly. Her head had been 
shaved clean of hair and she was wearing a placard across her breast. 
We followed her for a moment, watching the crowd insult and jibe 
and drive her. Quentin and my brother asked several people around 
us, what was the matter. We understood from their German that she 
was a Gentile who had been consorting with a Jew. The placard said: 
"I have offered myself to a Jew." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source G 
A chart of prisoner markings used in German concentration camps. The 
vertical categories list markings for the following types of prisoners: political, 
professional criminal, emigrant, Bible Students (as Jehovah's Witnesses were 
then known as), homosexual, Germans shy of work, and other nationalities shy 
of work. The horizontal categories begin with the basic colors, and then show 
those for repeat offenders, prisoners in Strafkompanie, Jews, Jews who have 
violated racial laws by having sexual relations with Aryans, and Aryans who 
violated racial laws by having sexual relations with Jews. In the lower left 
corner, P is for Poles and T for Czechs (German: Tscheche). The remaining 
symbols give examples of marking patterns. 
 

 


