
 

 

Did the SS represent a state within a state? 
 
Historiography 
 According to the historian Sax, ‘The SS was not merely a police, surveillance and paramilitary 
organisation. Its main objective was to create a racially pure Volksgemeinschaft….. The SS evolved from 
a police organisation, operating within an administrative whole to become an independent organisation…. 
It became an active part of the political community, making all decisions of any political 
importance…..……Yet the SS did not simply safeguard the new political order; in Himmler’s words, it 
was charged with ‘creating’ the new order. Police power became creative power within the 3rd Reich, its 
protective role enlarged so as to allow it to make policy beyond the limits of legitimate state activity and 
to use elements of the new racial community together….. The police could do anything in the name of the 
Volksgemeinchaft.’ 
 
 According to Layton, ‘SS developed an identity and structure of its own which kept it separate from 

the state and yet, through its dominance of police matters, linked it with the state.’  
 
 D. Schoenbaum argued that Himmler had created an organisation which ‘potentially superseded the 

State and perhaps even the Party as well. In one form or another the SS made forging policy, military 
policy and agricultural policy. It administered occupied territories as a kind of self-contained Ministry 
of the Interior and maintained itself economically with autonomous enterprises’. 

 
Evidence that SS was a state within a state: Wide range of responsibilities e.g.  police, security, racial 
policy, resettlement, foreign policy. Authorised marriages, issued passports and sanctioned overseas 
travel, ran a massive business empire. 
 
Limitation on SS power: SS power was only established from 1938, after the defeat of the old elites and 
opposition. Before 1938 the SS was financially unstable and suffered from the effects of the Great 
Depression. 
 
What was the role of the SS in creating a community of racially ‘pure’ Germans? 
 
The SS were the extreme supporters of Nazi ideology sharing Himmler's belief in “blood and soil”. The 
Deaths Head formations of the SS administered the concentration camps. The SS considered itself to be 
the ‘aristocracy’ of National Socialism and its methods were based on what it regarded as the supreme 
values of Nazi ideology, loyalty and honour. The SS saw itself as the protector of the German/Aryan way 
of life against threats such as the Jewish/Bolsheviks conspiracy. In December 1931, under the SS 
Marriage Order, all members had to marry Aryans. It also had the duty of securing lebensraum in the 
East. 

Heinrich Himmler 
 

 Joined the SS in 1925, when the SS was part of the SA. Became SS commander in 1929. 
 SS grew from 250 men in 1929, to 10,000 in 1931 to 52,000 in 1932. 
 1933 Himmler appointed head of the political police and set up a model concentration camp- Dachau. 
  April 1933 Himmler police commander for Bavaria. Himmler exploited differences between Goering and 

Wilhelm Frick and persuaded Goering to appoint Himmler as head of the Prussian Gestapo. 
 Himmler was instrumental in the Night of the Long Knives when the SS was established as a separate 

body from the SS after the Night of the Long Knives. 
 1936 Became Chief of German Police and Reich Leader SS. This made Himmler head of all police forces 

under Frick but in reality Himmler was in control.  
 1939 made Reich Commissioner for Strengthening German Nationhood. This gave him control of 

occupied territories in the east, where he was able to enact his purification policies, and then turn the SS 
into a racial elite by selective breeding. 


